
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 December, 2017
Between 7.30pm and 9.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Peter Tully – Chair, Cllrs Jenny Tinlin, and Steven Farrell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Rev Peter Mander

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Melissa Cowens and Joanne Nichols. 

2. Declarations of interest – There were none declared.   

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting having been 
circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend due to attending a County Council 
meeting.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Wind update:  The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk took questions on the 
reasons for continued delay of the funds being made available.

b) item 5b: Christmas Eve carols in Millennium Green: Cllr Tinlin advised she had prepared the CD with songs and 
a copy of words printed. The Clerk reported that he had received confirmation of donations from Woodhill 
Hall, Le Petit Chateau and Otterburn Mill. It was agreed by the Councillors to meet at 2.00pm on Christmas 
Eve to set up. It was also agreed to cordon off the car-park of the Millennium Green and ask the Memorial 
Hall if a couple of tables could be borrowed.  The Clerk advised he would put posters up ‘advertising’ the 
event.

c) item 5d: Dog mess problem in the village: There was further discussion of the ongoing problem. Cllr Tinlin 
provided details of a ‘hot-spot’ near her and it was agreed that a dog warden from NCC should be contacted 
in an attempt to eradicate the problem. 

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for November, 2017: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was agreed. 
b) Finance update / 2018-19 Precept: The Clerk provided an update on finances and forecast plus the precept 
amount for the recent years. Following discussion it was agreed a 5% increase should be added to the precept
for the next financial year increasing the figure to £6,562. It was agreed to share with the absent Councillors 
for comment before sending to NCC. 
c) Payment of invoice to Chris Mowatt: The invoice for £170.00 was agreed. .
d) Payment of invoice for ‘handy-man’ work: The payment of £87.99 for work on the fence along footpath to 
Otterburn Mill was agreed. 
e) Payment of invoice for website subscription: The payment of £24.96 plus VAT was agreed to Spanglefish.    
f) Payment of invoice for Councils Direct: The invoice for 12 months subscription for £12.00 was agreed. 
g) Payment of invoice for Remembrance wreath: The payment of £18.50 was agreed. 
h) Donation request from Tynedale Hospice: A donation of £100.00 was agreed.
i) Donation request from Community Action Northumberland: A donation of £100.00 was agreed.
j) Reimbursement of payment for printer ink cartridges: It was agreed to refund the Clerk the cost of £75.61 plus 
VAT. 

7. Planning 
a) 17NP0117: Installation of a sewage treatment plant: Otterburn Hall Estate lodge: Otterburn, NE191HE:  Following 
discussion the Councillors agreed to support the application. 
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The Chair noted that the application (17/0352/FUL: Proposed new garage: Garden House, Otterburn, NE19 1NP) 
had been granted by NCC.      
    
8. New Business
a) Parish Council vacancy: The Clerk advised that NCC had confirmed that the Parish Council could go ahead 
and co-opt a new Councillor to fill the vacancy. There was discussion how best to go forward to fill the post. 

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had received an invite from Corrinne Knight to attend a party at 
Woodhill Hall on 17 December to help celebrate a successful year. 
b) The Clerk highlighted the consultation covering pharmacy services in Northumberland and provided 
details how to access the survey. 
c) The Clerk advised he had been approached by a resident regarding a number of drivers parking on 
pavements. Particular reference was made to the junction to Otterburn Mill. Following discussion the Chair 
advised that it recognised that drivers should not park on pavements however this was a matter that had been
raised previously. At the time the local Police Officer was willing to take action but advised he would need to 
be consistent across the whole village and that would impact on a large number of residents who had limited 
places to park. It was agreed among the Councillors not to pursue the matter at this time but NCC Highways 
should be advised.
d) The Chair highlighted reports that the local 808 bus service was unsafe on occasions and provided an 
inconsistent service. A number of incidents were reported and following discussion it was agreed to write to 
NE England Traffic Commissioner as well as NCC to highlight the problems. 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 6 February, 2018 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 

Meeting closed 8.35pm
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